


: ADBUSTERS 


OURNAL М). MENTAL ENVIRONMENT. 





6 "20058 ШИН | 


бос 








tions, shapes and sizes. 
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Seattle, \ 


Lam а home-schooling moth- 
er to three children and will 
use your magazine as part of 
our “life skills” discussions. 
I especially like the sign “The 
more you consume, the less 
you live.” I have cut it out 
and posted it on one of our 
walls. Г4 love to see this оп 
store doors everywhere. 
I wish I had enough money 
to take a hundred or so 
dollars to the dreaded mall 
and ler it fly and watch what 
fools people are for a buck or 
two. I think this would be a 
great thing for my children to 
participate in. Right now it 
would take food from their 
mouths, so obviously I won't 
do it. We are a TV-free, 
no-logos, non-medical, no- 
movies, vegetarian, recycle- 
and-reuse, organic, non-f 
food, non-mall, holistic, no- 
credit-card, no-debt, non-fad, 
gave-up-holiday-gift-buying, 
simple-natural-real family. 
JENNIFER VAN LAANEN 
Haiku, Hawaii 

















Thank you for revealing the 
problem of "toxic culture 
usa” [Adbusters #36]. You 
note that women and chil- 
dren seem to be hardest hit 
by our society’s growing 
mental-environmental prob- 
lem. Perhaps this is because, 
in our materialistic culture, 
the importance of mother- 
hood has eroded to the point 
of invisibility, and the spiritu- 
al growth of children has 
been completely devalued. 
Mothers who would prefer to 
remain at home are made to 
feel guilty or misguided by 
their depressed, hardworking 
counterparts. Children are 
being herded more and more 
often into large groups run 


THAT'S WHY ١ SAY THAT NO ONE CAN REMAIN NEL 


get off the road, kicking our 
es and hitting us with 
their guns until, eventually, 
they left. Exhausted and 
excited, we found a public 
space to reclaim and 
collapsed in a heap to eat 
melons and peanuts. 
SASHA CROSBY 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia 





In your “Design Anarchy” 
issue [Adbusters #37], you 
present the idea of the 
“Blackspot Sneaker” as a 
politically and ecologically 
preferable alternative to 
Nike shoes. “Hemp laces, 
no sweatshop labor, true- 
cost pricing, sold only in indy 
shops, compostable, dye- 
it-yourself, unbleached 
organic cotton.” Wow, the 
Utopian Shoe. 

The phenomenon to which 
you refer as “latent anti- 
Nike sentiment” exists, but 
what good does it do to 
provide yet another fashion 
option to a select group of 
consumers who are already 
not buying Nike? Your 
only option, 
it seems, is to convert the 
already-faithful (to Nike, that 
is) by bombarding them 
with slickly designed adver- 
tisements and grassroots mes- 
sages. In other words, you 
plan to contribute more ads 
to choke up the visual (and 
mental) urban environment. 

MELONIE FULLICK 
Montreal, Quebec 





























Whoever came up with 

the black dot idea [Adbusters 
#37] - it's brilliant. Maybe 
in the next issue, or via the 
website, you could make 
available large and small 
black-dot stickers with 
extra-sticky adhesive, These 
could be placed on anything: 
television screens, or 
advertisements in all loca- 





and give peace a photo-op! 
NAME WITHHELD 


It's 1:33 a.m. and World 
Car-Free Day has begun here 
in Newfoundland. So far, it 
looks pretty good, not too 
many cars on the streets. I 
did my first real jam of sorts 
for Car-Free Day before a 
night class at the university. 
There are three Saturn car 
ads on the walls of the arts 
and administration building, 
each with a slogan that reads 
something like “owning your 
first car changes everything.” 
отеопе had already written 
in black marker the word 
“kills” over the word 
“changes.” I took a small 
poster for World Car-Free 
Day that I downloaded from 
<www.adbusters.org> and 
stuck it between two posters, 
and put "I'm changing the 
climate, ask me how" print- 
outs underneath each of the 
ads. The combined effect 
awesome shrine to 
the anti-car movement. It’s 
a jam sandwich. 

DARCY FITZPATRICK 
. John’s, Newfoundland 















A group of people in the city 
of Yogyakarta celebrated 
World Car-Free Day with the 
first critical-mass bike ride in 
Indonesia. It was mostly kids 
who play on their bikes every 
day, but also neighbors who 
use their bikes to make their 
living. We collected more 
people along the way, singing 
and making noise. Eventually 
we rode to the main street in 
Yogyakarta. Although there 
was only a few bikes by that 
time, we managed to block 
off the street and cause a bit 
of a traffic jam. We took our 
time riding down the three- 
lane road even when police 
rode up on motorbikes to yell 
at us. They tried to get us to 














Four days after the heart- 
rending, catastrophic losses 
of Sept. 11, Pm surprised to 
see that the media has 
remained largely free of 
advertising. The ads missing 
from the New York Times, 
Boston Globe and network 
television are as surreal as the 
towers missing in New York. 
Where did media executives 
find good taste all of a sud- 
den? Perhaps it’s harder to 
hide the gratuitous nature of 
section-A brassiere ads and 
commercials for gas-guzzling 
sports cars when they are 
juxtaposed with tragedy of 
this magnitude, In the light of 
xploding jet fuel, it has 
occurred to me that the battle 
for the mind is waged over 
the simple belief that life is 
never so frivolous as the 
advertising industry portrays 
it. (P.S. On the fifth day, 
ads are back in the 
Sunday Globe's A section.) 
ERIK А. SCHULTES 
Beverly Farms, Massachusetts 




















1 cannot remember a time 
when television stations have 
had a policy thar the news 
itself was more important 
than the advertisers that paid 
for it. 

ELIZABETH BUTLER 

Hobbs, New Mexico 


There was something very 
powerful about not seeing 
commercials for over 24 
hours. 1 felt as if my brain 
was given a rest from shock 
treatment. 
JENIFER GILMORE 
Brooklyn, New York 


А white helium balloon will 
lift toilet paper. This is ап 
awe-inspiring apparition — 
sword of light in the hands of 
the wind, and the most pow- 
erful long-range weapon in 
the world. Use The Force — 
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First Things First 0 
Manifesto 
As a graphic-design stu- 
dent, I have often asked 
myself if Тат the only 
person thinking about 
stopping the production 
of meaningless advertising 
for corporations. My 
friends say, *Hey man, 
nobody would go away 
if Nike knocked on the 
door!" That might 
be true, but your First 
Things First 2000 
manifesto gives me a 
great push. It's good to 
know that there аге 
more creatives out there 
who don't accept the 
status quo. 
DANIEL KOENING 
Duesseldorf, Germany 








In your piece on the First 
Things First 2000 mani- 
festo [Adbusters #37], 
some words of those who 
signed the statement are 
attributed to me. But I 
did not write them. The 
dull rhythms of the prose 
suggest that they may 
have come from the 
same pen as the words 
attributed to Jonathan 
Barnbrook on the oppo- 
site page. Certainly they 





Hustration/Handwriting 
Aaron Rolick 


Takashi Homma 
from Tokyo Suburbia 


John Darwell 
from Legacy 


David T. Hanson. 
from Waste Land. 
‘Meditations on a Ravaged 
Landscape 





an interesting and unique 
situation. The town has 
not developed anything — 
though this year the only 
extreme ski area in the 
US will open here. The. 
town developers have lit- 
tle or no coherent idea of 
what they want to be. 

I wonder if there's а 
way to use the power of 
advertising to move this 
tiny, beautiful place into 
the next century so that 
there can be family, wage 
jobs and community 
instead of a ski area with 
service jobs. This is a 
design-and-sales project - 
defining and redefining 
"economic development" 
and finding ways to com- 
municate and build a new 
dream. It's about as 
humane a thing as опе 
can do - build a model to 
keep corporate interests. 
out. If it could be done 
here it can be done. It 
would be a pro-human 
coup. It would be fund- 
able and create a model 1 
believe would be saleable. 
If you are interested, let 
me know — we have win- 
ter housing. 

LIZ FALCONER 
Silverton, Colorado 
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by rotating strangers. Our 
family priorities must 
be reworked, or the real 
root of cultural toxicity — 
which is emotional and 
spiritual alienation - may 
continue to drive every 
body craz 
CHELLA TURNBULL 
Vancouver, British 
Columbia 





I'm appalled at the 
increased use of commer- 
cials before movies, while 
the audience is “captive.” 
It appears it is now stan- 
dard that three commer- 
cials play before each 
movie at the major the- 
atres. Any comments, 
campaign or guidance to 
counteract this? 

LISA MCCALLY 
п Francisco, CA. 














Shout out. Put on a perfor- 
mance. Create a ruckus. 
Or lobby the theater to 
advertise the start time of 
the movies, not the start 
time of the ads. — Eds 





We moved here to a small 
town (350 people in the 
winter, some 550 in the 
summer) in Colorado to 
get away ve found 
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NUMBEROFCHILDREN WHODIE EACH 
DAYOFHUNGER: 35,615* 


Minutesofsilence: NONE 

Plans for international response: NONE 
Plans for saturation network coverage: NONE 
Stockexchanges: NOEFFECT 

Alarm level: LOW 

Primetime news reports on possible 
perpetrators ofthe crime: NONE 


imate; based on apostingat<wwwainfos.ca> 





"UN Food and Agriculture Organization 











ተፀ Map Yov R Tor 


Ihe people ER 


DRAWINGS ТО LOCAL FIREFIGHTERS FROM THE CHILDREN OF PUBLIC SCHOOL 11, NEW YORK CITY 
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turning into schizophrenic, 
Jekyll-and-Hyde characters 
who suck ass by day and sub- 
vert by night. 
LUCY PAWLAK 
United Kingdom 


The special design issue 
[Adbusters #37] touched us 
more than previous issues 
because a year ago we 

ated a designers’ collective 
from Montreal called 
modesdemploi (French for 
“instruction manual”). We 
a 





working on a new con- 








design objects around 





сер 
and for human beings, where 
the user (not consumer) is the 
key to the relationship with 
the object. Our collective is 
designed to tell stories and 
reflect human behaviors (bad 
or good), instead of making 
people feel cool in their hip 
interior. The general idea is 
to create narrative objects 
that speak for themselves and 
don't need any bullshit 
around them to convince 
people to buy them. 
MODESDEMPLOI 
Montreal, Quebec 


You guys crack me up. Ha 
Ha, Ha Ha Ha, Ha Ha, 
Ha, Ha. 

You are such "revoluti 
aries.” На Ha, Ha На На, 
Ha Ha. 

And the “magazine” is so 
slick. Ha Ha, Ha Ha Ha, H 

Pm sure it will “change 
the world. Ha Ha, Ha Ha 
Ha, Ha. 

















ERIC BAKER 
New York City 
Ha Ha, Ha Ha Ha, Ha Ha, 


make a good straw man for 
Barnbrook to knock against. 
lly, this latest 
manifestation, both in con- 
tent and appearance, con- 
firms my feeling about FTF 
2000 - that it is just hot air. 
ROBIN KINROSS 
London, UK 





More gene 


1 found the words in a DOT 
DOT DOT magazine article 
in which you are extensively 
quoted. It was an honest mis- 
take. 1 apologize. Jonathan 
Barnbrook bad nothing to do 
with it. — Kalle Lasn 


1 am a college student in the 
midst of my first year of 
graphic-design classes. When 
I show my friends Adbusters, 
they look at me weird. They 
ask me questions like, “So 
they don't like people who 
wear clothes from the Gap?” 
Students in my class don’t 
know art history, let alone 
design history. They get excit- 
ed about doing a good desig 
not helping to deliver a good 
message 

My generation, the MTV 
generation, is apathetic in а 
way that is worse than GenX 
ther than apathetically 
rejecting culture, we apatheti- 
cally accept it. How can a 
generation of pop-embracing, 
cool-addicted graphic design- 
ers ever have their eyes 
opened the slightest bit? 
Help me. 

















PATRICK HOLT 
Rock Hill, South Carolina 


Doing graphic design that is 
anti-consumerist is a bit like 
fucking for chastity, Bush's 
“war on terror” and the idea 
of fighting for peace. Graphic 
design has always been used 
for both ‘good’ and ‘evil,’ so 
stop being nostalgic - it is the 
very nature of the beast. 
Graphic designers seem to be 





FROM A GENERAL ELECTRIC AD CAMPAIGN, SEPTEMBER 2001 





We will roll up our sleeves. 
We will move forward together. 
We will overcome. 


We will never forget. 


A message from 
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сор!е have to watch what they say and watch what they do. 一 White House press secretary Ari Fleisher, 26.9.01 
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1 үте от 


pau — 


е abortionists have got to bear some burden for thıs be- 
cause God will not be mocked. And when we destroy 40 mil- 
lion little innocent babies, we make God mad. 1 really believe 
that the pagans, the abortionists, and the feminists, and the 
gays and the lesbians who axe actively trying to make that an 
alternative lifestyle, the ACLU, Peuple for the American Way, 
all of them who have tried to secularize America, I point the 
finger in their face and say, ‘You Ней 


е 700 Club, Sepfember"rsth 

















Ihave always been inspired by America and its heroes - the cowboy, the soldier and now the firefighters, 
police officers and rescue workers. There is one common thread in every hero. They are ordinary Americans, 
they come from nowhere, make their mark, get knocked down and rise up again. America has been stunned. 
We have been knocked down. America is going to stand together and be stronger than ever. 





To honor the heroic efforts of those who lost their lives and to benefit their survivors, Polo Ralph Lauren 
has established the American Heroes Fund. Our corporation, its employees and friends have committed 4 
million dollars to this fund. We invite our customers to share in this effort. During the month of October, 
10% of your purchases from our Ralph Lauren stores and Polo.com will be donated to support the fund. 





Together, our American spirit will continue with confidence and determination. 


Kp Ko 


Date: Wed, 10 Oct 2001 19:33:55 
To: editor@adbusters.org 


Hi, 


My name is Ross Martini and | am 10 years old. | came up with 
these "twists" on corporate names that might be useful to you. 


CALVIN SWINE 
ABERCROMBIE 8 SNITCH 
RALPH SNOREN 








George Bush is the President. Не makes the decisions, 
and, you know, asjust one American, wherever he wants 
пето line up, justtellmewheresAnd he'll make the call. 


part ofthe chorus now. And they're wearing their ribbons. 


fend they're not being objectivejoumnalists and they're no 


sides, | = 
E Micha: Moo 
m lada's Globe and Mail, 6.10. 
|| 
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с Examiner. 





NEW RULES OF CONDUCT. VIOLATORS WILL BE REPRIMANDED, FIRED, DETAINED, INTERROGATED OR JAILED. 


If you are that same Philadelphian, do not try again to board 
carrying a copy of Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. 


+ Ifyou are an artist, do not include the word “terrorist” in 


your work, 

If you are an Arab-American on board an aircraft, do not look 
unduly swarthy or suspicious. 

If you are ап Arab-American on board an aircraft, do not go 
to the bathroom before takeoff. 

If you are a Sikh in Rhode Island, do not wear your traditional 
kirpan outside the home. 

If you are an 81-year-old airline passenger from Prince 
Edward Island, do not joke about bombs. 





If you are a TV talk-show host, do not call remote, cruise- 
missile-style bombing “cowardly.” 

If you are а newspaper columnist in Oregon or Texas, do not 
criticize the President. 

If you area distinguished American intellectual, do not accuse 
the media and government of joining together to “infantalize 
the public.” 

If you are a Canadian academic, do not claim that American 
foreign policy is “soaked in blood.” 

If you area Canadian cabinet minister, do not allow said 
academic to make such a statement without a gesture 

of protest. 

If you area young Philadelphian, do not try to board an airline 
carrying copy of Edward Abbey's eco-anarchist novel 
Hayduke Lives! 

















Date: Wed, 17 Oct 2001 13:00:51 
То: editor@adbusters.org 


Believe it or not I'm a TU producer at Young & Rubicam іп NYC. І know both sides all too well. Here's a little 
piece | wrote yesterday. Hope you like it: 


When it gets old, throw it out. That’s the American way. Forget about it and make room for the new, better, 
brighter, improved model. Whether it’s a new car, TU, husband or wife, cell phone, computer or job, | expect 
the new one to be of superior quality. But what of this latest innovation, America’s New War? Its new and 
improved size and performance eludes me. It does not seem to have brighter color or better resolution or 
more convenience. Itis not more chocolaty. 


R new war should be less frightening and less dangerous. It should not be messy or hard to use and should 
supply the necessary precautions. It should give a percentage of its profits to the United Way. It should be 
filling. It should be non-toxic. It should be less expensive. 


On the grounds that | am not completely satisfied | am enclosing my unused portion of the war and ат 
requesting a full refund. 


Sincerely, 
Eric Soloway 





А FEW DAYS AFTER THE ATTACKS IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON, 
Adbusters posted an open question on «www.adbusters.org». Should folks 
still be flying high the Corporate America Flag? Or under the circumstances 
should we all shelve it for awhile and let Old Glory have its day? Nearly 
4,000 responses have come in, with those “ог” the Brands-and-Bands 
outnumbering those ‘against’ by about three to one (as the days pass, the 
ratio increases). Here are a few of them: 


Please don't yell at me while 
Pm crying. Just a little 
more time. 
JP JENSEN 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


Yes, you should display the 
corporate flag. The American 
economy is suffering and we 
need to support our corpora- 
tions now more than ever if. 
we want to get rolling again. 

TOM WELDON 

Gross Pointe, Michigan. 


The corporations do nor mourn, 
so we must stay focused. 

TS. 

Malmo, Minnesota 


Waving flags, whether they 
be traditional or “corporate” 
misses the point. Whether we 
believe we are standing in 
solidarity with the grieving or 
standing up to corporations 
who take our freedom away, 
we are, in fact, hiding behind 
a flag and letting it speak for 
us. We must step out from 
behind our “causes.” 

AMBER SCHLEY HOUX 

Crestwood, New York 


Put away the damn Am- 
erican flags and hang up a 
peace sign. That's the 
only message now worth 
delivering. 
JUSTIN STEFFMAN 
Meriden, Connecticut. 


This is a call for a new flag, 
to stand for people world- 
wide. What should it be? 
Who should decide? Does 
one already exist? 
CHRIS KIRKLEY 
Oregon State University 


should we take a break from 
educating? 
BEN 
Albany, New York 


The corporate flag is a bril- 
liant and subtle display of 
support with a wry sense of 
protest. I love my country, 
but despise its commercial- 
ism. I display my small 
corporate flag on my auto so 
that at a glance I blend in 
with all the other national- 
istic, flag-waving sheep. Му 
hope is that it will help some 
attentive onlooker wake up. 
ANDREW WILLINGER 
Culver City, California 


What are you guys doing? 
Oh, you're selling this "cor- 
porate flag." Well what a 
bunch of fuckin" hyprocrites. 
DON 
San Francisco, California 


I have been bringing my 
corporate flag to peace 
demonstrations in New York 
City, and people are going 
wild for it. So far I have had. 
only one derogatory com- 
ment. А man looked at my 
flag and said it was disgust- 
ing. I told him I fully agree: 
It is disgusting that corpora- 
tions run the US of A instead 
of “we the people.” 
MARCY J. GORDON 
New York, New York 


Wave this flag so our boys 
(and girls!) know what we 
are really fighting for. 
PRESTON A. RICKWOOD 
Lilburn, Georgia 


to hang copies in 
my workplace. 
After September 
11, I thought for a minute 
about taking them down, but 
that minute came and went. I 
love my home dearly, but we 
need to look at ourselves 
objectively in order to correct. 
the problems we face and 
impose on others. The corpo- 
rate flag presents a straight- 
forward (and I think comical) 
vision of the direction this 
country has taken, and the 
values that have become 
dear. My corporate flags still 
hang. 
EDDIE 
Jersey City 


You would be ill-advised to 
wave the corporate flag. At 
the moment this country is so 
caught up in War Fever I 
wouldn't be surprised if you 
got your ass kicked by some 
F-150-driving redneck who's 
looking to lash out. 
JUSTIN LOPER 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


“Old Glory" lost any sym- 
bolism of democracy and 
equal rights a long time ago. 
The Corporate Flag is the 
true symbol of what our 
nation is about. Why wave 
a lie? 
MILES NISHKIAN 
Madera, California 


People are being sold what 
and how they should think 
about what happened on 
9.11. They are encouraged 
to be fearful and to crave 
revenge. The government. 
hasn't stopped selling. Why 





‘Patriotic Correctness’ is as 
insidious as Political Correct- 
ness; both declare certain 
means of expression off-lim- 
its. Where are the big-logo 
corporations on the flag 
during the present US crisis? 
Jockeying for the best way 
to make a buck, as usual. 
Many people are dead, but 
fundamentally nothing has 
changed. Dissent is not a 
crime, and exercising one’s 
democratic rights is the mark 
of a true patriot. ГИ go with 
Voltaire: “One owes respect 
to the living; to the dead one 
owes only truth.” 

JEREMY WATSON 
Chichester, United Kingdom 





The job market is suffering, 
and times are tough for a lot 
of folks. Any efforts that may 
result in undermining ап 
already struggling economy 
wouldn't really achieve the 
goal you're after (which is 
simply a critical analysis of 
the branding of America, not 
the destruction of the Amer- 
ican business system). By all 
means continue the fight 
against mindless commercial- 
ism and the ceaseless over- 
reaching of business interests, 
but please give the United 
States a chance to get back 
on its feet before leading 
the charge. 
COREY MATHEWS 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


1 downloaded a copy of the 
corporate flag about two 
months ago, and proceeded 
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The Door 


COULD THE FIRST WORLD HAVE AN EPIPHANY? 


Would we recognize one if we had it? 

A few pioneers have been working with these questions. In the 
political radicals һауе been as quick as reactionary 
conservatives to dismiss maverick consciousness researchers. 
But suddenly, the discoveries of mind explorers like Stanislav 
Grof, Jean Houston and the recently deceased John Lilly, seem 
to havea penetrating cultural significance. The currency of the 
times is revelation and epiphany 

Grof, a former Johns Hopkins professor and chief of a 
Maryland psychiatric research center, has scoured ancient and 
modern methods of consciousness change in order to develop 
techniques that can trigger revelatory experience rapidly and in 
a broad spectrum of people. In his Holotropic Breathwork 
technique, a combination of intense breathing, expressive music 
and focused bodywork causes dramatic psychological 
transformations in most people. Within minutes, those who try 
it begin to experience things more acutely (much the way people 
often say they do in the midst of abrupt life changes). Colors 
look brighter, memories appear more detailed, symbols and 
words provoke pluralities of interpretation. Sensitivity to 
sensations in the body and brain is heightened; old patterns are 
suddenly seen in a new light. 

For serious explorers, this is only the beginning. 

As their sensory experiences evolve, mind explorers frequently 

find that the psychological and the physical become 
intertwined, and watch amazed as each influences the other. 

Incorporeal presences may seem as real as the walls, walls 

may seem permeable, or normal material reality may 
dissolve into flowing energy fields. The mind and body's 

instruments of perception come to be understood as 

critical components in constructing a sense of reality. 

(What is music without our eardrums conveying it, 

our memories labeling it?) Even if such 
experiences are discounted as 
“hallucinations,” there is a lingering 
sense that normal reality itself 
could be one of those 
illusions- the ultimate 
meme, prolonged 
interminably by its 
social infectiousness. 











Opening 


ON THE WEATHER REPORT, ANOTHER RECORD-BREAKING 
hurricane is chewing up the coast. You drive out through the 
suburbs and discover а shantytown, the kind you've always 
associated more with Somalia or Haiti than your own 
hometown. One more overtime shift at work, and your 
company health plan will automatically sign you up for Prozac. 
On TV, there's another war. 

Around and around and around. Even the most entrenched 
believers in the new global order have a mounting sense that 
some fundamental mindshift is needed. The contradictions of 
late-capitalist life put increasing pressure on our psyches to 
synthesize the data, yet insights come only in fits and starts. 
They appear like desert mirages, dazzling us with their promise 
and then dissolving into sand. 

And suddenly we are all wondering: What would it be like to 
drink deeply? Can we in the First 
World have a revelation? 































effects of every personal action оп 
the global community and future 
generations. 
Often, the end result is 
confusion. But rather than 
growing depressed or 
anxious or paralyzed by it, 
revelatory explorers tend 
to become irrepressible 
skeptics, For them, no moral 
perspective, dominating 
mood or intellectual 
conclusion can pass for 
absolute “fact” or “objective 
truth" very easily, or for long. 
Revelation is a radical 
deconstruction of the senses of 
self and reality. It allows entirely 
different impulses to influence 
your actions; it shortens the 
distance to spontaneity and 
authenticity. 
Aslongas revolutionaries 
have existed, they've sought 
ways to fundamentally change 
how people think and sec the 
world. Frustrated, they fall back on 
reform: the attempt to persuade people 
to follow prescriptions for change. 

Consciously or not, most people resist. 

But when someone's whole sense of reality 
shifts - say, when they realize that death is 
closer than they had allowed themselves to think — 
radical new decisions come effortlessly. 

The First World is a culture preparing for revelation. We are 
watching, alarmed, as rips appear in the fabric of our reality. At 
the same time, we are quick to forget, ignore, or send in 
reinforcements. How many are ready to step through the hole? 














Rob Wipond 


creates deep humility 


Even this is merely one stage. As 
revelation extends, “time” asa 
psychological process can stop; 
explorers report a sense of intense 
connection to their body’s internal 
cellular activities, to collective memory, 
or to other beings or the entire human 
race. Some feel the inextricable unity of good and 
evil, oppressor and oppressed, or find themselves 
dissolved into a universal consciousn 

Itall sounds wild and chaotic, and yet, for many of 
us, oddly familiar as well. Under the pressure of 
stress, despair or confusion, more and more of us 
are peering over the brink of breakthroughs of this 
type. Grof suggests it's “archetypal” - as the 
human crisis deepens, our consciousness tries to 
promote healing by uncovering repressed truths, 

We resist the shift: Who wants to lose their grip 
on everyday life? We dread an exile from so- 
called “consensus reality,” imagining an 
impoverished, eternal loneliness of insanity. But 
in fact, those who've gone all the way down the 
rabbit-hole of epiphany come back 
with a view of a world that has truly 
and profoundly changed. Grof 
alone has compiled records from 
thousands of such people. Without any 
coercion, the overwhelming majority emerge 
with a non-violent attitude, reverence for nature, 
anti-materialistic values, a keen interest in 
spiritualism (though not organized religion), a 
holistic approach to health, and an intense desire for 
social change. 

Why? Because one common effect of these non-ordinary states 
is pure awe. Even a faint glimpse beyond the spectacle and into 
the vastness of existence transforms into breathtaking 
experiential reality. This almost invariably 
before the infinite complexity of nature. Unsurpassed levels of 
compassion emerge from the intimate identification with other 
people, creatures and things. Visceral immersion in the entire 
human collective makes it almost impossible not to consider the 
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HELLIS EN BED 
WITH MRS.PEPRAH 


By Binyavanga Wainaina 


1979, Nakuru, Kenya 


Milka’s skin is covered with goosebumps; it seems as if a thousand 
pleasurable buds have broken out all over her. She sits close to the 
window of the car, waiting for the shadow of trees to pass. 

Mobile tattoos of sunlight caress her legs, and arms, and face. 


seen on baboons in lake Nakuru National Park, inviting a 
thorn to burst them open, to release the vileness inside. 

Mavis, one of the hairdressers, lights the gas flame and lets 
the comb sit on it for a while. The smell of burning hair and 
oil fills the room. Nobody notices. Even Milka finds the smell 
quite normal. 

The hot comb glides through the lady's hair like those push- 
push lawn mowers they use in school. This is why Milka refuses 
to let her mother have her hair straightened: How do you 
compete with hair like that? Milka’s hair is like the scenery on 
the drive to Gilgil, all scattered and stunted brush. 

The lady has a lot of make-up on, and is carrying on the way 
her parents do when they have visitors, when Baba opens the 
drinks cabinet, lights his pipe and then plays slurring saxy jazz 
on the record player. 

«Не! So they left Oyster Shell and went to Amigos. І met them 
there. Five minutes didn’t pass and they were fighting again. 
An American stopped them, He! The guy could box like 
Mohammed Ali. Bwana, he was light, like an Arab. Even his 
eyes were green like а mzungu's. He had an afro just like 
Shaft’s.” 

“The Americans had comboa-ed a room upstairs. The boxer 
funua-ed a bottle of Johnny Walker. Ha! Then he started. You 
haven't heard siasa like that! Ati “black power,” ati “black 
is beautiful,” ati “We are in a revalooshen!” Me, I just wanted 
to tell him Mau Mau is over, and anywaaay, who is he to talk 
about black power, the way he looks just like half-caste? So 
Iwasha-ed some lingala music so we could groove a little. He 
starts to say this African music is beautiful ba-aby. Ач lingala! 
Ati beautiful! It's like he wanted to be us, and the way us we 
always just dream of being an Afro-American!” 

Milka is getting impatient, and it doesn’t help that the 
Cadbury-skinned lady's last sentence lies undigested in her 


As if irresistibly driven by the urgings of a thousand impatient 
bees, all kinds of flowers have burst open. The bees drink and 
shoot off, weaving about in a drunken celebration. 

Milka is infected by a wonderful feeling. She only remembers 
her mother as they pull into town —and only because town today 
is a hooting, muddy intrusion into her bliss. 

“Milka! I don’t know what's bothering you, you've been day- 
dreaming the whole morning. І hope you are not sulking because 
Itold you that you have to go to the salon, You can't go to Liza's 
without doing your hair. That Liza is always so pretty and 
well-groomed.” 

Mom parks the car outside the salon. “Sweet-milk, I 
worry about you sometimes. You're twelve, practically a 
woman now.” 

Milka walks into the salon and sits down. They are used то 
her solemn silences, and spend only a moment in greeting before 
resuming with the day’s domestic editorials. She sits on the 
swinging seat and twirls it around for a bit noticing that her 
feet are now almost long enough to touch the ground (there was 
а time when she had to be carried onto the chair).A new picture 
hangs on the wall between two mirrors: a black man їп а 
creaseless suit, with immaculately cut and parted hair. There is 
а caption: “One of Detroit’s Best Dressed Men.” The whole 
thing baffles her. He wears no sequins, no fur-lined jacket; he 
has no afro. He isn’t even wearing satin bell-bottoms like The 
Jacksons. He is dressed just like her father. 

She can hear raw music from the record shop next door. 
“Superfly.” The come-do-dirty voice: “Gat to get over, gat to 
get over now, gat to get over...” 

In the next chair is a lady, her skin as brown and matte as 
Cadbury's cocoa. Long, long hair and wide, mobile lips 
varnished with bright red lipstick. Milka flinches away from the 
sight of the lips — they look like the naked pink buttocks she's 


burning demon that, she is sure, will vomit out of her in church 
one Sunday. 

Something must be wrong with her. Life, the way Mummy 
advertises it, is so simple. Everything is so smooth, perfumed 
and lubricated. What makes me want the other things? 

Professor Peprah walks into the salon. “ Milka, you 
sweet gel!” 

For Professor Peprah, Milka lets herself smile without 
restraint—a smile that looks like a quartered watermelon, She 
likes Professor Peprah, who seems to have swum against the 
tide into beauty. Glittery gold stars dot her black, black, skin, 
which is as smooth and bottomless as night. Oh, and the purple 
lipstick! And the psychedelic caftans! Even her hair is eccentric, 
with strands as thick as wire and streaked with lightning bolts 
of gray. 

But what's best about Auntie Peprah is her ambiguity. She 
is like nobody, and so doesn't squeeze Milka into a tube like a 
toothpaste maker—or like Auntie Wambui, who balances a cup 
of tea on one knee while her mouth snaps up and down, like 
garden shears pruning a many-tendrilled hedge into one square 
and obedient truth. 

According to Milka, there are two types of truth: 
truth and “Tim-telling you” truth: Auntie Wambui 
“Pm-telling-you” truth. 

Auntie Peprah likes to write letters to people when she is 
unhappy with something. Like when she wanted the blond Jesus 
picture removed from the church! People were so annoyed! 
They looked at each other, appalled at the idea of a Peprah- 
black Jesus with dreadlocks. Jesus a Mau Mau! Or а Rasta! 
Auntie Peprah just laughed and called them “neo-somethings,” 
and said that Jesus was a — that turning-upside-down 
word = revolutionary! 

Milka's Dad hates Auntie Peprah: Women must be demure 
and decent, not loud. And Oh! Bwana, she is ugleeee! 

“АЙ” he once said,“ Hell а bed with Professor Peprah 
init.” 

So Mum and Auntie Peprah meet in the hair salon. Mum peels 
away layers and wakes up another person. They talk about 
poems and books and dreams, as if Mum was now out of the 
world where she had been spun into the sum of everyone else's 
needs. Mum’s fair skin and dimpled face always seems vague 
and indistinct next to Auntie Peprah. But Mum is the most 
beautiful woman in Nakuru! Everybody says so! 

Auntie Peprah starts on her rants. “Where is dat silly gel? 

How long have you waited, sweetheart? Can't you people start 
wid da chile first, ch? Where is Ciku? I want lines! Now you 
don’t go be pullin’ my hair! Ha! Ishould go to Accra every week 
to do my hair. You Kenyans you jus’ like white things, mzungu. 
Don’t you worry, gel. If you miss ice cream, I'll take you in my 
Koombi to Tipsy!” 

Milka feels that place inside of her swelling. It always catches 
her by surprise, and when the feeling goes, she wonders if it was 
ever there. She has started to stoke its flame, let the power move 
with her. She is going to let it just grow, whenever it is. She won't 
even tell Liza about it. One day, when the right rain catches it, 
her bloom will burst open. 





"feel right" 
full of 





mind. She is too wired with waiting to give it attention, but it has. 
that ah-so-that’s-it! truth about it. Sometimes, Milka thinks, 
your normal mind throws the truth away in irritation; maybe 
this truth sits on the busy highway and gets bumped off by fast- 
moving thoughts (like the thoughts of soccer players, which 
must be very fast and busy but hardly deep). 

Next door, *Superfly" has been replaced by loud, loud, 
lingala. This Congolese Rhumba music scares her: no tune, по 
tranquility, an arrangement of sounds that seem to have no 
direction, just demands. She holds guard over herself, the same 
way she does when she feels a fluttering in her stomach and a wet 
rush in her panties. 

Sometimes she gets caught unawares. A song like Sitaki 
Uniambie begins so beautifully, it gently slides her into a field of 
butterflies - then it becomes too much, sending her somewhere 
that leaves her queasy with rancid pleasure. But that first part 
of the song, oh! It always makes her want to sink into a dance- 
space that would shock even people who go to Amigos 
Discotheque. People who listen to that kind of music always 
seem to belong to a place with no simple tune to hang onto. 
People embracing their frailties and letting themselves grow 
in wild, unmannerly directions. 

Ah, but they can dance. She sees them in shapes and streaks, 
fluent in endless individual possibilities. 

She and Liza often laugh, watching people dancing to Lingala. 

“Look at that chick, she has such a biiig bum!” 

“The guy is drooling! Yuk!” 

Asharp inhale, and a blush of delight and shock - “She hasn’t 
gota bra!” 

Nancy finishes unwinding the raffia on her head. Milka peers 
into the mirror. She prefers matutas to anything, but that look 
just isn’t ladylike! Matutas are for maids, dear! Cornrows 
running to the back of her head are the next best option, but her 
hair is too short to hold them for a week. 

She likes to see her face before the shampoo. The large, 
rebellious lips (which she likes to keep pursed) seem to look right 
with her hair simple and scruffy. It is as if she doesn't have to 
look for cuteness in the mirror. The peaks of her cheekbones 
suddenly stand out, and she quickens into ап overvision bubble 
that pops. For a whole lifetime in one flash, she sees herself 
with lips as lush and soft as a blade of new grass. 

A frisson of sheer, cat-stroking pleasure climbs all over her. 
Then it is gone, and her lips seem clumsy and rubbery again. 

After a few hours, when the га На has been twisted into plaits, 
and her scalp has been oiled, and the plaits shaped into steeples 
and turrets, after the final balcony looms оуег her forehead, her 
face will disappear, as if it has been sucked up into her hair. 

If she peers hard at it, it will reveal itself as foreign - pulled into 
a surprised blandness that everybody calls “cute.” 

Her mother adores her like this, and is always at her most 
friendly when Milka is in fresh, new raffia twists. Often they 
share Mum’s dressing-table, flirting with the mirror, in a cloud 
of giggles, surrounded by pots and colors and smells and 
wigs and masks of so many possible people. Always, as if itis a 
new idea, Mum discovers ribbons that will look just right on her 
hair: yellow and pink, which she ties into a bloom. Then, later, 
when Milka is alone, she finds she can’t stop the surging, 
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What Could Have Been 


THE SPEECH THAT WAS NEVER MADE. LEST WE FORGET 


certainty into the shadowy world of terror and into the network 
of criminal finance, but above all else let them reach toward the 
diplomacy of cooperative effort. We join all the world in our 
expectation that this mandate will be swift and certain. We have 
encountered an unprecedented crime against humanity; we 
demand unprecedented action. 

And so to the hawks I say: We salute you. 

And to the doves I say: This is your moment. We leave behind 
usa century of war; we see ahead a century of peace. Already, this 
new century is stricken by the deepest of challenges. We look to 
you, to the peace builders, the peace makers and peace keepers, 
for your wisdom. 

We cannot comprehend terrorism, and yet today we 
understand clearly that its aim is to remake the world. Let us not 
fulfill the prophecy of terror by providing it with martyrs and 
justifications, Even as we wipe the blood from our brows and the 
tears from our eyes, we cannot forget that we are the world’s 
fortunate citizens. We must take extreme care not to provide the 
movements we deplore with gratuitous fuel for self-regeneration. 

We know that we, too, can remake the world. Let us closely 
examine our actions on those fertile grounds from which terror 
grows. Is there more to be done to bring peace and justice to 
Israel and Palestine? Surely there is. Is there more to be done to 
ease poverty and suffering in the Middle Eastern nations so rich 
with oil? Almost certainly, there is. Is there more we can do to 
hear the reasoned and gentle voices of the many who are 
struggling to be heard and understood? We cannot doubt that 
there is. 

Let these, too, be our unrelenting pursuit. And let us be clear: 
These shall be our goals because these are not the goals of terror. 
Terror demands extremism, fanaticism and war. We will 
redouble our efforts for peace because we are a people that does 
not bend, does not buckle in the face of fear. 

And so to the doves I say: We salute you. Fellow Americans, 
zens of the world, we will meet violence with patient justice — 
assured of our cause, and confident of the victories to come. In all 
that lies before us, may God grant us wisdom, and may he watch 
over each one of us. Thank you. 











FELLOW AMERICANS, CITIZENS OF THE WORLD: 

Tonight we are a country awakened to danger and called то 
defend freedom. Our grief has turned to anger, and anger to 
resolution. Whether we bring our enemies to justice, or justice 
to our enemies, justice will be done. 

We cannot see inside the head of a terrorist, and yet today we 
understand clearly what itis he demands. A terrorist demands 
hate, He demands fear. Above all else, a terrorist demands war. 

Buta free people does not bend to the demands of terror. 

Our friends and family members have died in the thousands, 
their bright lights of life made suddenly, brutally dark. To the 
world tonight І say that not one more innocent person will die in 
the name of this terrorist act, Not one more mother’s son in 
America. Not one more beloved father in Afghanistan, Not one 
more infant child in Israel or in Palestine. 

To the men and women in uniform I say: We all must hope that 
your soldiering days are done. Today you are our officers of law 
and our keepers of precious peace. You have been challenged by 
a terrible crime and make no mistake, this nation’s hunger for 
justice is as strong as its love of peace. We look to you, to our 
police forces and our troops, to the elected representatives of our 
citizens, and to our friends and allies in the international 
community, to bring the full weight of law and of human dignity 
against the wrongdoers and criminals. 

America is ever prepared to act, and to act alone if we must. 
Tonight, we know that we can instead act in concert with every 
nation on Earth. The citizens of 8o other nations died with our 
own in New York and Washington. The murder of innocents has 
been carried not only го America, but to Iran and Saudi Arabia, 
to Mexico and El Salvador, to Japan and South Korea, to Canada. 
and Great Britain, to India and Pakistan. The world has been 
stunned into silence, but only to emerge with a voice more unified 
and sure than ever before in our history. 

We will convene a meeting ofthe United Nations Security 
Council. We ask for the establishment ofa world tribunal with 
authority to seck out, extradite or arrest and try those responsible 
for the September 1 1 attack, and any who conspire to commit 
similar crimes in the future. We call on our partners and friends 
within the United Nations to establish an international force to 
carry out this mandate. Let their work reach with unrelenting 


WITH THANKS TO THE MANY PEACE MOVEMENT COMMENTATORS WHO CONTINUE TO ARGUE ALTERNATIVES TO WAR; SPECIAL THANKS TO 
JOHN PAUL LEDERACH FOR "THE CHALLENGE OF TERROR: A TRAVELING ESSAY,” SELECT LINES TAKEN FROM PRESIDENT GEORGE BUSH'S 
"ADDRESS TO A JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN PEOPLE,” SEPTEMBER 20, 2001. 一 JAMES MACKINNON 
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DOZENS OF RESPONDENTS TO OUR BUY NOTHING DAY RELEASE 
announced plans to get an action or demonstration going in their 
own town. But some had other opinions to express. 


angry and a little juvenile. 
Pm still with you, but let's 
do something positive. 
AARON ADLER 
New York, New York 


Get a grip! As we all put оп 
our Swiss-made watches, and 
take our foreign-made drugs, 
and drive our Japanese cars, 
and put on our Italian-made 
shoes, we're doing just what 
bin Laden and Hussein want 
for America to fail. Instead of 








Buy Nothing Day, let me 
suggest Buy America Day. 
CHASE 


«chase. 20008 mindspr 








А Christmas civil-disobedi- 
ence idea: I remember read- 
ing about a street-theater 
troupe out of Copenhagen 
that got together a hundred 
or so people who all dressed 
up as Santa Claus. On 
Christmas Eve they all went 
to different department stores 
and started handing stuff. 
straight off the shelves to 
passers-by. The result was 
that on Christmas morning 
the front page of the newspa- 
per had a photo of Santa 
getting arrested at the mall. 
RYSZARD FRACI ICZ 
Seattle, Washington 














Considering the extraordi- 
nary global circumstances we 
find ourselves in, it’s going to 
be pretty hard to take Buy 
Nothing Day seriously this 
year. How about if you 
change the focus during 
wartime and рготоге Kill 
Nothing Day. Imagine: 24 
hours in which not a single 
act of violence is carried out 
on planet Earth. 

ANDREAS OHRT 
Vancouver, British Columbia 





<eric@passportexpress.com> 


Last night I watched three of 
our warships leave port for 
God knows what, and you 
are caught up in some bizarre 
Buy Nothing Day plan. Get 
real! You have lost your way. 
GERRY LEET 
<gerryleet@hfx.eastlink.ca> 





How about а spoof ad using 
a Willie Brown bag look- 
alike with the words “dutiful 
consumption” in the back- 
ground? And include a sen- 
tence or a few choice words 
at the bottom to mock the 
idea of consumption as a 
civic duty. Regarding themes 
for Buy Nothing Day, con- 
sider taking what the recent 
acts of terrorism have made 
more obvious - that what 
matters most is your family, 
freedom and other things that 
money can’t buy. Why not 
spend the whole Thanksgiv- 
ing weekend with people 
you value in activities that 
celebrate the non-material 
things in life? Instead of 
shopping, consider giving 
money to a charity which 
supports your values. 
LAURIE MULLIKIN 
Los Angeles, California 








Before Sept. 11, your Виу 
Nothing Day was a dissent- 
ing voice against corporate 
entities. In that time of pros- 
perity, Adbusters’ voice was 
sincere and morally upright, 
something to stand behind. 
But now we're being attack- 
ed, the economy is turning to 
shit and consumer spending 
would help allay our descent 
into recession. Right now the 
Buy Nothing Day campaign 
comes off as misinformed, 


downturn, 
there's a very 
real possibility 
that ГИ be out 
of a job. Tell 
me, will your 
buy-nothing 
efforts help me 
pay my grocery 
bill? 
HEATHER 

CLITHEROE 

Calgary, Alberta 


This November 
Гат planning on heading 
down to the local mall with 
lots of your posters and play- 
ing lots of pranks on con- 
sumers to dissuade them 
from shopping. Hopefully 
tricking people and throwi 
pies in their faces they will 
become more enlightened. 
Maybe ГИ even pretend to be 
a terrorist and throw white 
powder at them while chanti- 
ng, "Shopping kills! Shop- 
ping kills!” 

Once I am arrested and 
everyone is scared shitless out 
of purchasing evil clothes and 
electronics - maybe they will 
learn. And I'm pretty darn 
sure this will better our dirt- 
poor economy and we will be 
able to revert to nature and 
run around in fig leaves 
smoking weed all day long. 

NAME WITHHELD 











I suggest you rally near 
ground zero in New York 
and see what kind of reaction 
you get. America needs 
spending to move our econo- 
my forward, now more than 
ever. Give retailers a break 
this year. America is built on 
capitalism. If you don’t like 
it, move to Afghanistan. 
ERIC BULOCK 


NOTHING 





President Bush and other 
Western leaders are urging 
us to save our faltering 
economies by hitting the 
mall. San Francisco mayor 
Willie Brown’s staff are dis- 
tributing 15,000 posters fea- 
turing an American flag with 
shopping-bag handles. Con- 
sumption is being cast as 
“fighting the good fight.” 
Геге get real. Yes it's a 
delicate moment. It's time to 
grieve, it's time to reflect. But 
it's certainly not time to 
stifle discussion and reverse 
progress on what remains 
one of the world's biggest 
long-term problems: the 
unsustainable consumer binge 
of Western nations. 
一 FROM ADBUSTERS' BUY 
NOTHING DAY RELEASE 


Buy Nothing Day makes no 
sense. It had a lot more rele- 
vance pre-Sept. 11th. Now 
you are shooting yourself (or 
your country) in the foot. 
1 like you guys. Always have. 
But this is self-sabotage. It's 
survival now, kids. 
JAMIE 
<brisick@aol.com> 


If the economy continues its 


FANCLUB 


(An international culture jam for Buy Nothing Day 2001) 


HERE'S THE PLAN: Teams of activists from around the world will take shopping to its extreme. 
How? By constantly buying products — and then immediately returning them. Store return policies 
permit refunds if you are not "completely delighted" with your purchase. Well, we aren't "delighted" 
with Fi rld consumerism — and we!ll be happy to tell the world why. The cycle continues until 


the shopping police intervene! 


Buy Nothing Day is November 23. Teams of artists are ready for action in the UK, 
Belgium, France and the Netherlands. Why not you? 


CONTACT FANCLUB: noquibble © btinernet.com 








Our World War 


DEFENDING AMERICA HAS COME TO MEAN A SIEGE ON THE ENVIRONMENT 


in fuel-efficient hybrid cars and kindred technology could boost 
the economy and cut reliance on imported oil. Instead, the White 
House wants to open up the Arctic Wildlife Refuge for drilling. 

There’s more here than a different war. There’s also a different 
America at war-a nation that acts as though it can consume its 
way to security and virtue. The sad part is our leaders can’t think 
otherwise. What they call freedom has become a relentless 
necessity to keep the growth machine churning, by whatever 
means and whatever the consequences to our global neighbors, 
our future and ourselves. 

Back in the 19405, the residents of one Kansas town sent 
newsletters to their boys at the front. “We do not have everything 
we want,” one issue said, following the cadences of For. “We do 
have everything we need for health and comfort. We had all 
learned to want too many things." 

Today there would be sneers about radical environmentalists. 
Back then it was called patriotism. I wonder whether it is even 
possible today to make a distinction between wants and needs in 
American public life. 

The strange part is, the populace seems ready - hungry even - 
for that kind of national commitment. Volunteers had to be 
turned away at the World Trade Center site. Applications for 
national service with AmeriCorps are up. Corporate and Wall 
Street types are re-evaluating their lives. “І don't want to die 
wishing I had done something that meant more,” said one quoted 
in Business Week. 

Yet the corporate-political leadership of this country is 
determined to keep us in a shopping mode. For what it's worth, 
in wwı it was Hitler who resisted cutbacks on the home front, 
fearing that his war would lose popular support. I'm not sure 
what it means that we are somewhat in the same boat, but it 
worries me. Perhaps it will change. I hope so. 

My father did not fight in the war. He served in the signal corps 
stateside, which I always regarded ава kind of avoidance. Still, 
when I found that ration card in a box of old papers I felt a 
certain pride. To that extent at least he had done his part. As I 
look at it now І wonder what our own kids and grandkids will 
think 60 years from now. Instead of ration cards they will find 
our credit card bills in old boxes in the attic. “What did you do 
during Operation Enduring Freedom, grandad?” 

“Well, General Motors had this great deal on suvs....” 


Jonathan Rowe is a fellow at the Tomales Bay Institute in 
California and a contributing editor at the Washington Monthly 
and Yes! magazine. 


1 HAVE ON MY DESK A FADED GREEN CARD WITH HOLES 
punched around the edges. It is my father’s gas-rationing card, 
No. 530676, from World War II. He used only half his 
allotment. I have no idea why. 

When the US went to war 60 years ago, it was not just the 
soldiers who carried the load. Everybody did. People turned in 
nylons and old pots and pans. They saved cooking fat in cans for 
use in explosives. Rosie drove rivets. Backyard “victory gardens” 
produced some 25 percent of the nation’s food. 

“We can't have all we want,” President Franklin Roosevelt 
said, “if our soldiers and sailors are to have all they need.” FDR 
had his staff comb the White House basement and came up with 
half a ton of useful scrap. 

Even the ad industry got into the act. Almost overnight it went 
screeching into reverse, touting practicality and thrift instead of 
prodigality and waste. “Here’s a man who saves steel by saving 
blades - and gets better shaves,” said an ad for PAL razor blades. 

The tag line for these ads, repeated over and over, was, “Use it 
up, wear it out, make do, or do without." Today those ads have 
an almost otherworldly quality, as though relics from a cosmos 
that has been sealed up in time. I grew up amidst echoes of that 
world, and I don't think the ‘6os = the good parts at least could 
have happened without them. The hedonistic commercial 
culture, the war in Viet Nam: these could provoke outrage 
because young people still thought that things could be - should 
be- different. 

Now we are involved in another war. For most of us, the “we” 
means something very different this time around, While our 
soldiers march and their families pray, and millions worry about 
microbes and guerrilla attacks, the President has roused us not to. 
sacrifice but to shopping. The advertising industry has wracked 
its clever brains to conjure from the ashes of the World Trade 
Center an upbeat buying mood. "The American dream," 
proclaims a GM ad. "We refuse to let anyone take it away. So 
GM announces interest-free financings... .” 

That’s one version of what we are fighting for. We are told that 
these are different times, and that the war against terrorism does 
not require the mass mobilization of World War II. Perhaps. But 
it does require expenditure major expenditure, for everything 
from high-tech weaponry to security on the home front. Yet the 
administration has been loath to impose even the minor 
inconvenience of taxes. (To the contrary, it wants more tax cuts.) 

Then too, America's appetite for oil playsa big part in its 
entanglements in the Middle East and elsewhere not to mention 
its isolation on the question of global warming. What better time 
to launch a real war on energy waste at home? A big investment 
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I understand it’s a new kind of war. 





farmers desperate for a 

cash crop to feed their 
families in a country of deci- 
mated agricultural infrastruc- 
ture - the US government 
may have indirectly subsi- 


dized terrorism. 
WRYE SENTENTIA 
Associate Director, Center 
for Cognitive Liberty & 
Ethics, Davis, California 





Today, on a local radio sta- 
tion, I heard a special mes- 
sage from the СЕО of Citadel 
Communications. With dra- 
matic music, he told us that 
the target of the terrorists 
was the American economy, 
and the way we could do our 
part is to continue our 
buying habits and way of life, 
Most jarring was his state- 
ment that if we all just spent 
one extra dollar a week 
we would defeat the terrorists 
and keep America strong. 
Corporate greed wrapped 
around patriotism should 
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these nomads will Бе killers. 
ADAM CAEIOUS 
Madison, New Jersey 


What do the United States 
government and the Taliban 
have in common? Unbridled 
fanatieism. When the US 
government gave $43 million 
dollars to the Taliban, in 
exchange for the Taliban 
declaring opium-poppy farms 
to be "against the will of 
God," the US sought to fuel 
its own fanatical obsession, 
the War on Drugs. 

Despite US knowledge 
that the Taliban was an 
oppressive "rogue regime" 
of religious fundamentalists 
with documented abuses of 
human rights, the US govern- 
ment ignored the Taliban's 
systematized cruelties in 
order to push its own domes- 
tic anti-drug agenda. 

By militarizing the Taliban 
to punish Afghan farmers 
growing opium poppies - 




















Bulk issues for classroom use: 52 each - <www.adbusters.org/orders> - 1-800-663-1243 


Asa human, and as an Amer- 
ican citizen, І would like to 
know how things got this 
way, how certain peoples 

can build up a hatred of the 
United States to the point of 
senseless acts of massive 
violence. What do they know 
about us? How much of it 

is true? 








TUAN D. PHAN 
Austin, Texas 





The World Trade Center's 
decimation is just a tiny taste 
of what is about to come. It 
is time to be scared. This is 
a huge test for humanity - a 
game to weed out the igno- 
rant. The new consciousness 
will emerge; the superheroes 
will emerge. 

1 was talking with a friend 
last night about how it's 
going to be. We came to 
some conclusions. The future 
of the world will be kind of 
like Mad Max. There will 
be roaming nomads, except 














*WHAT'S MY DA 





‘After much deliberation, I 
amin support of someone 
finally standing up to the 
only remaining superpower. 
Does that mean I celebrate 
the loss of innocent lives? 
No! But casualties are the toll 
of war. Yes, this is a war 
against a nation that has for 
decades brought strife and 
suffering to so many innocent 
people - all in the name of 
greed. And the American 
people have allowed this to 
occur. 50 Гат not reluctant 
to lay some of the blame for 
these atrocities on the people 
-а people who have been 
contentedly living in a 
сосооп while their govern- 
ments have been dipping 
their hands into the slaughter 
of millions. It is their votes 
that put these organizations 
into power. Democrats 

and Republicans - both are 
the same. 








STEPHEN LANDRY 
Cyberspace 


ADBUSTERS. 
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this country under Big Busi- 
ness's thumb. It’s time to 
un-cool drugs. It's time to 
see some Drug Jammers. 
J.P. ANDERSON 
Seattle, Washington 


Stop using Adobe PDF. 
Why is that so hard? Гата 
Friend of the Foundation, 
but I will not renew. I love 
progressive propaganda, but 
not hypocritical double 
standards. I am so sick of 
you kissing Adobe's ass 
when ЈРЕС is public domain. 
Yes 1 am mad. 1 feel like 
I have been tricked by 
Chomskian bullshit. 

DAVID WASHINGTON 

Seattle, Wasbington 


А while back I was think- 
ing it might be fun to 
start shouting “I already did 
it" at anyone wearing a 
Nike swoosh. 
ЛМ РЕКА 
Evanston, Illinois 


Are you sure David Byrne 
personally made the decision 
to have his song be part of 
the promotional efforts for 
the Windows XP operating 


say that eating beef with a 
fruit-leather wrap is a good 
idea, What gives? Animal 
exploitation and animal- 
product consumption are 
at the core of the consumer 
mindset and should be 
actively discouraged by 
your publication. Get your 
heads out of your asses and 
go vegan! 
BRIAN BLOCK 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


A whole generation of 
“could-be-revolutionaries” 
is stoned out of their minds. 
We see countless examples 
of product placement for 
marijuana, LSD, ecstasy and 
other popular (or cool?) 
drugs in films - along with 
the placement of brand- 
name junk-food and cloth- 
ing. But these placements are 
routinely ignored by your 
magazine. Drugs are estab- 
lishment and rebellion in 
опе convenient package. 
They sedate and control. 
They leach the very life- 
blood of revolution, rage! 
Drugs are an ally of corpo- 
rate America, part of the 
toxic concoction that keeps 


The first time I turned on the television to watch 
CNN, I actually hit the shopping channel instead. То 
this day, I can't picture that footage ofthe fireballin 
the tower without seeing another kind of footage as 
well: three fat white dames sitzingtheir feet in some., 





uscless electrical contraption. 
I wonder how many they sold. . 
— Canadian journalist Тап Brown in the 
Globe and Mail newspaper 





other religion are feeling 
the effects of Western ideolo- 
gies. The only thing that will 
cause a gut check in the 
Western world is a major 
financial blow. It's working. 
CRAIG DAVIDIUK 
Vancouver, British Columbia 


I just feasted on some 
Chinese food, was about to 
complete the meal with the 
mandatory fortune cookie 
and nearly fell over when I 
found an advertisement 
printed on the back of the 
fortune. Now I know I exist 
in a hyper-reality, in the 
truest Baudrillardian sense. 
JASON MAZAIK 
Boston, Massachusetts 


On one page of Design 
Anarchy [Adbusters 437] 
there's a scanner that tells 
supermarket purchasers the 
corporate background and 
social implications of 
consumer items (like chick- 
en). Yet on other pages аге 
suggestions that a donkey 
pulling a plow is a good 
thing, and that paint-filled 
eggs make good billboard 
protest missiles. You even 





make people feel sick. * 
BROOK AMBURGEY 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Less than 24 hours after the 
` attacks, amidst the dropped 
jaws, flooded eyes and the 

tireless pressing of the redial 
button, the travesty was 

` already on its way to being 
neatly packaged, branded 
and sold. 

The anthem roars. 
Companies demand that we 
spend in the name of com- 
passion. It's cool to be patri- 
otic. The flag is the newest 
fad. Why? Because Macy's 
and Visa agree, and their 
flags are the 21st-century 
opiate of the people. *Nine 
eleven" has the slick quality 
of a movie title. The smell of 
smoke turns into the smell 
of money, and even terror 
cannot escape branding. 

KEZIA PARSONS 
San Francisco, California 


The "shop till you drop" 
ideology is tainting the 
world's air, religions, 
cultures and belief systems. 
Consumerism is the new 
world order. Islam and every 
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Isitjust me or does your “who we аге" blurb not really fit in with 
where the magazine is right now. | think its time your readers got 
to define what Adbusters is for and where it should be heading. 
This applies doubly in the post-September 11 world. A new 


<point_dexter49@ziplip.com> 


toward a solar economy. Pri- 
vate investment to erect wind 
machines to meet a large part 
of our electrical needs can be 
encouraged with savings from 
the military budget now used 
to keep foreign ой flowing...” 
Why is it that we cannot 

imagine Bush - or any other 
president - making this speech? 
Why is it that we'd have a hard 
time naming more than a 
few members of our national 
media who would have such 
thoughts or convey them? And 
why is it that many of us can 
imagine ourselves making such 
а speech? 

ED INGLEHART 

United Kingdom 


Since the terrorist attack, we 
activists have been on the 
defensive, and it seems like 
we've lost all the momentum 
we had since Seattle “99 as 
America rallies round the 
(ugh!) President. Yet we actual- 
ly have a golden opportunity 
right now to take the offensive 
against corporate power by 
focusing public awareness оп 
sustainable energy. Maybe 
mainstream America doesn’t 
care about global warming, but 
they do care about preventing 
more terrorist attacks. So long 
as we sit on sustainable energy 
technology, we'll be stuck in a 
relationship of dependency 
with Islamic countries whose 
values are very different from, 
ours, a situation guaranteed + ‘to! 
provoke further strikes. 
DAVID HUNTER 
Cybers ра 





manifesto is needed. 








system [Adbusters #38]? The 
music world is full of stories 
of musicians losing control of 
their songs because in some 
cases, legally, the musician 
doesn’t own the song - the 
record label does. It’s not clear 
in the article whether Byrne 
approved this decision or 
whether his record company 
went ahead without his permis- 
sion. І am not convinced Byrne 
is a “sellout” as you define it. 
LARRY NOCELLA 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


Ever thought a general manag- 
er of a McDonald's restaurant 
would get elected as a "friend 
of children" by a city council 
ruled by a post-fascist coali- 
tion? This is happening in Bon- 
deno, a little city near Ferrara, 
Italy. Environmental associa- 
tions and lefties here are trying 
to resist. 

Earlier I wrote to you about 
the art competition Archi e 
Marchi, sponsored by McDon- 
ald's and organized by 
Comune di Milano, again a 
post-fascist coalition. In Italy, 
the big M understands that the 
right thing to do is get linked 
with political institutions. 

VALENTINA GOZZI 
Bondeno, Italy 


In an Orion feature called 
“Thoughts on America: Writ- 
ers Respond to Crisis," Wes 
Jackson wonders what would 
happen if President Bush gave 
a speech like this: 

“...We will begin at once to 
reduce our dependence on oil. 
We need to move immediately 


















We аге a loose global network of artists, writers, 
environmentalists, ecological economists, media- 
literacy teachers, reborn Lefties, ecofeminists, 
downshifters, high school shit-disturbers, campus 
rabble-rousers, incorrigibles, malcontents and green 
eritrepreneurs. We are idealists, anarchists, guerrilla 
tacticians, pranksters, neo-Luddites, poets, 
philosophers and punks, We see ourselves as one of 
the mostsignificant social movements of the next 20 
years. Ойг aim is to topple existing power structures 
апа forge a major rethinking of the way we will live in 
the 21st century. We believe culture jamming will 
become to our era what civil rights was to the "605, 
what feminism was to the 7705, what environmental 
activism was to the “808. will alter the way we live 
and think. It will change the way information flows, 
the way institutions wield power, the way TV stations 
are run, the way the food, fashion, automobile, 
sports, music and culture industries set their 
agendas. Above all, it will change the way we interact 
with the mass media and the way in which meaning 
is produced in our society. 


FIND OUT MORE ABOUT US use us 
Visit tne Culture Jammers Campalgn We are a full-service advocacy adver: 
Headquarters at www adbusters org ising agency ready to create your 

next social marketing campaign - it 


TALK TO 08 the cause s right. 
editor@adbusters org. Powershift@adbusters.org 
artdrector@adbusters.org 

campaigns@adbusters org REPRINT US 

Webmaster @adbusters org Email reprintsQadbusters.org for 
subscriptionsaadbusters org. permission to reprint our editorial and 
infoGadbusters org visual content. 

Tel (604) 736-9401 

Fax: (604) 737-6021 SUPPORT US 


We are anion-proft tax-exempt (01 
СЗ) organization that welcomes 


1243 West 7th Avenue, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 


V6H 187, Canada donations and foundation grants in 
three areas: 1. To help Adbusters 
JOIN OUR NETWORK grow into a bimonthly magazine avai 
Senda blank email to able on newsstands around the 
jammersGadbustersorgioreceive world. 2. Tohelplaunch our social 
news releases, campaign bulletins marketing initiatves and TV cam- 
and strategic updates, palgns.3. To help us pay for our legal 
battles. Please write а check out to: 
WATCH THE CULTURE Tides Foundation/ Media Foundation, 
JAMMERS VIDEO andsendit tous at the above 
Order online <wwww.adbusters.org> address. Or contact David Niddrie at 


Orca 1-800-663-1243, orfilloutthe (604)736-9401, dave@adbustersorg 


subscription insert card 














The people who leveled the World Trade Center are the 
same people who threw acid in the faces ofunveiled 
women in Kabul and Karachi, who maimed and 
eviscerated two of the translators of The Satanic Verses, 
and who machine-gunned architectural tourists at Luxor. 
Even as we worry what they may intend for our society, we 
can see very plainly what they have in mind for their own: 
ableak and sterile theocracy enforced by advanced 
techniques. 
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Irememberasallowboywhohatedthe Taliban and whisper 
punishments he'd witnessed in the stadium at Mazar-i-Sharif athiePs 
severed with a scalpel (by a doctor; it took ro minutes); the shooting of i 
murderers. He claimed to have seen about зо executions over the last two} 
— not because he had to but only “to see something new.” Wii 
movies or magazines, one might as well go to watch the punishment: 
—William Vollmann, TheNew Yorker, 15.5.00 








| THEY DON'T CALL IT THE SCHOOL OF THE AMERICAS ANYMORE - THE NAME IS 
too tightly linked with those of its most infamous graduates: thugs and killers like 
Panamanian dictator Manuel Noriega and Leopoldo Galtieri, former head of the brutal 
Argentinian junta. In November 2000, the Fort Benning, Georgia, campus for tactical 
military and security training was re-branded as the Western Hemisphere Institute for 2 
Security Cooperation. Coursework remains the same, training commandos, — 
counter-insurgency experts, spies- and making sure each one gets eight hours of 
human-rights training. And then it’s back home to countries across the hemis 
bringing American know-how to army posts, riot squads, spy agencies,and | 
paramilitary guerrillas. There are also courses for peacekeepers. 
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ATIN AMERICAN SOLDILRS IN. TRAINING AT THE US ARMY SCHOOL OF AMERICAS IN FORT BENNING, GEORGIA 











WHILE AT WAR WITH THE SOVIET UNION, RESISTANCE FIGHTERS IN AFGHANISTAN 
developed an international recruitme 





t and support network with substantial aid from 
the usa. After the war, in 1989, the network came under the control of Osama bin 

). Guided by bin Laden, his 
sultative council and four committees (military, religio-legal, finance and media), 
Al-Qaeda is believed to supply, support, fund and train cell groups in as many as бо 





Laden and is known, today, as Al-Qaeda (“The Base 





nations worldwide. Some of the thousands of members train in camps like those that 
have been bombed in А! 





hanistan, but the cells are likely to operate largely 
independently. The training they may need - from piloting aircraft to military strategy 


to handling explosives – can often be carried out legally. 
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One of the most durable features of the US culture is the inability or refusal to recognize US crimes. „А 
The media have long been calling for the Japanese and Germans to admit guilt, apologize, and рау m. 
reparations. But the idea that this country has committed huge crimes, and that current events such 
asthe World Trade Center and Pentagon attacks may be rooted in responses to those crimes, is 
close to inadmissible. — Edward Herman, zmag.org, 13.9.01 
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an ingredient of VX nerve gas. Idris denied the 
accusation, but had his assets frozen while the US 
continued its investigation. 

Meanwhile, Sudan, with strong support from the 22 
member-nations of the Arab League, called on the 
United Nations to investigate and, if no evidence of a 
link to terrorism was found, to press the United 
States for reparations. American officials successfully 
lobbied against a UN Security Council inspection. 
‘The US case has since faded to nil. In Мау 1999, the 
federal Treasury Department released Idris’ assets 
without apology. No evidence was ever made public. 
Meanwhile, the repercussions of the bombing 
continue to add up. Sudan, which faced international 
sanctions until September of this year, has struggled 
to replace the supply of vaccines, drugs and 
veterinary medicines lost to the bombing. The cost in 
human life has been estimated in the tens of 
thousands by mainstream media and international 
aid agencies. 





IN AUGUST 1998, BOMBS EXPLODED OUTSIDE 05 
embassiesin Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and Nairobi, 
Kenya, killing more than 250 people and injuring 
more than 5,009. American officials quickly declared 
that Islamic fundamentalist Osama bin Laden was 





behind icks. Later the same month, in the 
midst of ig sex scandal, President Bill 
Clinton, ion against both a bin Laden 


base in janistan and the Al-Shifa pharmaceutical 
plant in Sudan. The raid in Afghanistan, which killed 
21 people, aroused concern only among careful 
observers of international law, who argued the 
attack was likely illegal. The bombing in Khartoum, 
Sudan, proved to be a much more complicated story. 
In the days following the bombing, which injured то 
people, the Sudanese government and the plant's 
owner, Salih Idris, claimed the Americans had hitan 
innocent target. It took six weeks for US officials to 
announce that they did indeed have evidence that the 
factory had ties to terrorists and had been producing 


VORKERS IN LAH! 
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IF TAKEN AS AN ACT OF WAR, THE ATTACK 
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ON SEPTEMBER 11 WAS ONLY THE SECOND ON AMERICAN SOIL THIS CENTURY. 
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РАМАМА 1989-90 
Nationalist government ousted by 27,000 US 
soldiers; more than 2,000 people Killed. 


mis 
GULF WAR 1990- 7 
‚Operation Desert Storm drives гад out o 
Kuwait; 200,000+ killed. No-fly zone ongoing; 
periodic bombing. 


SOMALIA 1992-94 
US-led United Nations occupation during. 


cii war. Toi 
ailed. 
YUGOSLAVIA 1992-94 


US troops in NATO operation to enforce 
sanctions against Serbia and Montenegro. 


BOSNIA 1993-95 
‘Operation репу Flight patrols civil war no-iy 
zone; air combat, Serbs bombed 


HAITI 1994-96 
Troops restore elected leftist president to office 
three years after coup. 


CROATIA 1995 
American and NATO forces attack Bosnian Serb. 
airfields prior to Croatian offensive. 


SUDAN 1998 

Pharmaceutical factory with terrorist links 
bombed; retaliation for terrorist attacks on US 
embassies in Africa, 


AFGHANISTAN 1998 
Bombingofislamic fundamentalist military | | 

camps: retaliation for terrorist attacks on US || 
embassies in Africa. AVA 








YUGOSLAVIA 1999 
US aircraft play the key role in heavy NATO: 
strikes against Serbian forces in Kosovo. 


COLOMBIA 2000 | 
Special Forces train anti-narcotics and anti- 
rebel battalions, supply combataircraft. 


eS 
US forces in NATO's Operation Essential Harvest 
partially disarm Albanian rebels: б 
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government, айас a 
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CAMBODIA 1 0 
War fortes Intense bombing up to 
2milionkiled. 


ОМАМ 1970. 
'US directs Iranian invasion in support of Omani 
‘government against Marxist “Dhufar rebellion.“ 


LAOS 1971-73 
US directs South Vietnamese invasion. 


CHILE 1973 
CIA-backed coup ousts elected leftist president; 
rightist dictator installed. 2/ 


cked rebels, 
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ANGOLA 1976-92 
ClAassists South African: 





ELSALVADOR 1981-92 
‘Ad\isors2id government forces against 
Tehistrebels. 


NICARAGUA 1981-908 
US directs guerilla 


againstr 
plant mines. 







in ("Contra war") 
nt; US forces 


LEBANON 1982-84 

Marines help police negotiated evacuation of 
Palestine Liberation Organization; US forces 
combat Muslim and Syrian fighters in support of 
Christian government 


HONDURAS 1983-89 
Military bases established for US-backed 
"Contra war" with Nicaragua. 


GRENADA 1983-84 
US troops topple pro-Cuban government. 


LIBYA 1986 
JUAStrikes against nationalist government with 
links. 


BOLIVIA 1986 

Operation Blast Furnace; US troopsand Bolivian 
police face peasant resistance in cocaine- 
producing regions. 
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U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 1989 
Troops restore order after civil unrest spurred by 
Hurricane Hugo. 





PHILIPPINES 1989 
Armed US aircraft support constitutional 
government against failed coup. 


Nationalist insurrection challenges; 
‘Occupation; US command operation] 
down rebellion. 


KOREAN WAR 1950-53. 
Joins South Korea and other allies to fight China: 
and North Korea. 


US occupation ends under UNG 
VIETNAM WAR 1960-75 y 
Fought South Vietnam rebels and North 


forces; 2milionklled, | 05 Г. 


CUBA 1961 
ClA-directed "Bay of Pigs" invasion, , 
„led. 


LAOS 1962 
Green Berets active in training, military buildup, 
support of rightist forces during guerrilla war. 


PANAMA 1964 
Control of Panama Canal Zone challenged; 
rioting against US forces. 


INDONESIA 1965 

Army coup assisted to an unknown degree by, 
CIA; left-leaning elected government toppled; 
between 250,000 to 1,000,000 lives lost. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 1965-66 
Troops invade during election as pre- 
emptive action against leftist rebellion ог 

Bicommunistgovemment 





Green Berets aid in 
rebels. 











The Door 


Closing 


EVERYTHING, AND NOTHING, HAS CHANGED 


dreamworld, and that the shock today had shaken us awake. We 
could see, now, that we were living in the middle of a crisis. Self- 
doubt seemed like a form of surrender. Even if it meant acting 

with limited knowledge, we had to do something. Shadows were 
even now spreading across the streets. 

From this point on, fear of the imagined future would be the 
foundation of our actions. We would have to trust ourselves. 
We quickly reviewed the facts and opinions we had been putting. 
together. Ideas that fell too far outside our norms were 
dismissed; the potential consequences were too extreme to 
imagine. The most honorable plan seemed to be to find a middle 
ground consistent with our past opinions and actions - it was 
these, presumably, that had led us to our insight in the first place. 
Abandoning the pattern of beliefs that had guided us through 
life to this point would be self-sabotage. 

We prioritized. We promptly put aside those lingering 
questions that could take days or even years to fully explore. 

We threw out ideas that we knew would isolate us in our 
community, or that might get us fired. We simply ignored any 
insights that required more consideration or baffled our sense 
of rationality; the most compelling ideas were those for which 
there were well-known, pre-existing arguments and easily 
understood rationales. Internal cohesion and commitment 
were vital. 

Even ав we moved towards a sense of certainty, however, we 
felt simultaneously anxious about the time it was taking and 
distraught about the haste with which we were cutting off our 
internal debate. At the same time, other issues — the need to get 
winter tires on the car, and to feed the crying baby - began го 
press in on us. Irritability began to outweigh earnestness. 

We had to figure this thing out. 

Finally, we settled on a reaction - or at least a preliminary 
position. We had a case that we could argue and defend in the 
coffee room or a letter-to-the-editor; we had a starting point 
for personal change, maybe a little more volunteer work. 

Atexactly this instant, without confessing it aloud, we 
remembered the astounding openness of our initial reaction, 
its almost infinite sense of possibility, and saw how quickly we 
had spiralled into impotence and murk. 

Тһе whole world had changed. And we had returned to life 
as usual. 








Rob Wipond 


WE WERE STANDING IN THE STREET, HALF-WAY HOME 
from the day job and momentarily distracted by a good-looking 
parking cop, when it happened. It happened. And everything in 
our life — jobs, relationships, pastimes = was instantly 
suspended. It felt as if something beneath us was shifting in a. 
fundamental way. 

Yet the feeling was oddly familiar, too. It was the same feeling 
we'd had after running into the babbling hobo in the park, the 
refugee with the photo album. The horror was similar, followed 
by empathy: sorrow, hurt, fear. There was a profound sense 
of injustice that seemed to demand a response somehow deeper, 
broader, stronger than ever before. 

We scrambled to make some sense of it all. How were the 
people around us reacting? Surely they had seen what we had 
seen. Had they experienced the same flash of insight? We felt 
we should speak out, raise the alarm. To fail to condemn this 
injustice with all of our passion seemed tantamount to 
surrendering to it, to allowing it to be accepted as a customary 
part of life. 

We imagined, however, that such a primal reaction would 
put us in the same category as street-corner preachers or 
incomprehensible protesters. This prompted us to pause, Maybe 
there was more to this. How, exactly, had this remarkable event 
come to pass? 

Returning home, we began to consult trusted sources- family 
members, thoughtful friends, our old sociology professor. 

A favorite newspaper columnist had some wise words that 
touched on the subject. But what we had experienced was 
personal; no one could offer a completely adequate explanation. 
In fact, our investigations quickly complicated matters. 

It seemed as though the possible factors worth considering 
stretched across the world, arced back through history and 
reached deep into countless people’s minds. There was even 

a vague intimation that we ourselves could have been 
responsible in some way for the developments leading up to 
what had taken place today. 

Our thoughts became divided. The difficult process of 
understanding was weakening our resolve to rise to the 
challenge of the moment; at the same time, it seemed immoral 
toact ona fading sense of certainty. We still had a long way to 
go to fully understand all the dimensions of this problem at its 
roots. But how long could we stand around and analyze and 
re-analyze? We felt as though we'd been walking around та 
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МІСЕ PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
епеу praises Nelson Mandela as a 


Breatman." Times have changed. In 1986, 
(en و‎ 


in the US Congress 
that voted against a résolution calling on the 


South African government to release Mandela 


4 4. from jail and to. recognize his political 
ጅኒ organization, the African National 


In fact, the strongest interna, tional alli 
_ apartheid-era South Africa were Ameri 


pressureivencually collapsed the араг 
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HENRY KISSINGER 15 CONSIDERED ВУ MANY TO BF 
America's premier candidate for an international war-crimes 
trial, The case against the longtime US diplomat and backroom 
politician is exhaustive, much of it compiled by American 
journalists such as Christopher Hitchens and, earlier, Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Seymour Hersh. Leading off the evidence is 
Kissinger's involvement, as Nixon-ergiSecretary of States m the 
early 19705 "carpet-bombing? оЁЩй®$ and Cambodia The 
summary is simple. Тһе bombing,mot approved by Congress, 
defied the United States Constitution. It resulted in, by 
conservative stimate, the death ој 950,00 civilians in nations 
against which America had поцф flared war. Chemie al 
weapons were used And каматне русгзалу committees linked 
vo every element of cho edilipaiigieitómyplanning to budgeting 
+o he reading. ослаб intelligence Нема the highest placed 
official dealing idh the day-to-day details of the American 
“uve From Southeast Asia, the case against Kissinger 
continues to build, rouching on almost every human-rights 
hotspot or diplomatic imbroglio of the past three decades. As 
Hitchens stared earlier this year, an imbalance of justice has 
become difficult to dismiss; "Many if not most of Kissinger's 
partners in politics, from Greece to Chile to Argentina to. 
Indonesia, are now in jailor awaiting trial, His own lonely 
impunity is rank; itsmells to heaven.” 









































PHOTO: FRANCESM ROBERTS 


шин А FAST-TRACKED со 
lerica's new 


dor to Honduras intl 
lerican natio; 


lunching р 
left-wing gove 


aPpcarances ከክ 
US President Ronald Re, 


"freedom fighters» and* 


our Founding Fathers s 


stad 
Which includ, 

















ECO TERROR 


The Western world is addicted to fossil fuels, and a handful of companies are its suppliers. More 
than 7o million barrels of oil alone are burned each day. The flow of oil cannot be stopped any more 
than the flow of blood in a living body can be stopped, because the demand is immediate and. 
growing - and any viable replacement is decades away. 

The ой industry advances, mowing down all legislative and diplomatic obstacles in its way - 
violating UN embargoes, acting beyond the purview of international law. To ensure access to 
resources, oil companies collaborate with some of the planet's most oppressive regimes- Burma, 
Indonesia, Colombia, Nigeria (which are asked to choose oil revenue over the health, civil rights and 
even survival of their own indigenous peoples, and often do). They tend to go in without all their 
permits in line and pull out, when the time comes, without acceptable cleanup or compensation. 
Their contribution to the world is greenhouse gases global warming = and in its wake, an increase 
in heat waves, droughts, floods and infectious diseases. In a de-stabilized world, they thrive. 

The dynamic is self-perpetuating. 








LOGO OF BP, FORMERLY BRITISH PETROLEUM 


— ҮНИЙ 
її 
ШЕТТТІ 


y інумодна NDWALSNOOVAXVSHINV онд 















(Feeding ЕДЕН ЕНІН Тоос 


ii (вмоз Ч : i è can prove AT 


GMos created by trans-species genetics are slipped into the world's food supply without the 
consent - or even knowledge —of most consumers. No смо labels are required in most 
countries. Safety regulation is mostly left in the industry's hands. Absent any significant 
governance, the private profit motive obtains. The industry's controlling corporations 
continually push for, and receive, proprietary patents on everything from herbicide-resistant 
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canola to actual life forms. Genetic diversity, necessary for the sustainability of any population, is already 
narrowing toward a point. Most experts agree it's nota matter of when, but if, there will be glitches-the 
only argument is what kind, and how big. (A recently created GM grain, experiments on which were almost 
approved, was discovered to kill a crucial soil micro-organism; if released into the environment, the grain 
could have triggered a chain reaction that would destroy all plant life on Earth.) Unlike most other kinds, 
GM accidents are forever. GM organisms that go awry cannot simply be recalled. Once genetic pollution 
nvironment, it mutates, it evolves, but it never degrades, and it cannot ever be contained. 


THERE 15 NO MUTUAL FUND WITH THE EXPRESS OBJECTIVE OF 
INVESTING IN COMPANIES THAT PROFIT IN TIRES OF INTERNATIONAL 


ши 
HOSTILITIES. 50 IT 15 THAT UE PRESENT THE ASSET COALITION FUND. 


-INTRODUCTION TO Я VIRTURL MUTUAL FUND CREATED ВУ THE EONONTON JOURNAL 
NEUSPAPER:THE FUND GREW 55 PERCENT IN THE WEEK FOLLOWING SEPTEMBER 1 











ГОСОТЕККОК 


Billions of virtual dollars flow in-or out -of an economy in seconds. No community, region or 
nation can do much about it. The people and institutions who control these flows have already 
become a shadow world government. Decisions are largely predetermined by self-replicating global 
institutions like the гм and the wro, whose logic, power and life span far exceed even the most elite 
individuals who serve them. The global economy is now a living machine — ап überbrain stitched by 
switches and routers, with systems of finance linked to systems of media linked to systems of 
education linked to systems of employment linked to systems of government linked to systems of 
protest. The whole is suspended above any real-world concerns, vulnerable to a catastrophic chain 
reaction if, say, one large, unbalanced economy were to fail. 
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Question: There аге 19 members of the 
Bush Administration cabinet. 
How many are millionaires? 


85 910 018 


с) 18. And seven members ofthe 
cabinet are worth more than $10 million. 


Answer: 
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Тһе ending mainstream America would like to see: bin Laden and Colin 
Powell, the last men standing, meet in a sandstorm. Bin Laden has lost 
1 his rifle, Powell sportingly abandons his sidearm, and the two men مع‎ ас 
it bare-fisted. "Can you hear me God? It's me, Osama!" But this time 
the desert fox is on his own. 


The ending the art-house crowd would like to see: America is 
hamstrung. it can't kill bin Laden, or he becomes a martyr; it can't not 
kill him or he's off the hook. Then someone comes up with an elegant 
solution: bin Laden is captured, brought to America, given a sex change 
and sent back to Afghanistan to live as a woman under the Taliban. 


The ending children would like to see: Bush turns out to be а favourite- 
Uncle figure, cracking jokes and giving Nike caps to Afghani kids. He 
teases bin Laden about the beard, then challenges him to a game of one- 


on-one basketball-loser buys the nachos. 






































г ersa e hatch, with loci 
Many reptile г te of deep hibernation, neve 
They ugh, w 
h (елеп етті 
n and Siberian г ro 
— 
Е = norm. Ozor 























Hs not حم ماود ممع‎ hate gee enemy, 
have 53 under Stand bas the блю of you fe 
6 otler to dep Completion, Тек чь 

















Az p 
ди NNI а 





миизавнлоним-олава. 


x 4 


















































